
The 2020 destruction of 46,000-year-old 
rock caves in the Pilbara sent shockwaves 
around the world.  It wasn’t the fi rst event 
of this kind, and it won’t be the last. 
Australia’s cultural heritage is being 
harmed or destroyed every day.  
The proposed new law will not stop 
the ongoing destruction of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage sites
The Jawaren and Garnkiny sites in the East 
Kimberley, Mt Richardson and Lake Wells in 
the Goldfi elds, Burrup and Harding Dam in the 
Pilbara, and Munday Swamp are just the tip 
of the iceberg. Hundreds of sites are at risk of 
harm or destruction right now. Many intersect 
sacred waterways, cave systems, Songlines 
and Dreamtime locations with irreplaceable 
engravings, paintings and artefacts dating back 
tens of thousands of years. The State Government 
is pushing a new law through Parliament that will 
allow the destruction of more sites like these.

Can protection and profi t exist in 
harmony? Aboriginal people say ‘Yes’
Government and industry would have you believe 
that protection and profi t cannot exist in harmony. 
Aboriginal people know they can. We propose a 
Heritage Protection Plan to successfully manage 
the delicate balance.  The plan is not about 
stopping development, it’s about protecting the 
world’s oldest living continuous culture. Through 
true partnership a new law can be co-created by 
Aboriginal people and Government that ensures 
the right balance between heritage protection and 
economic benefi t. 

Why the rush to push this new law 
through Parliament?
Aboriginal people hold the authority and have a strong cultural 
responsibility to protect and care for Country and signifi cant sites. 
Yet they believe that the proposed Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act
will not stop the destruction of cultural heritage sites and should not 
be introduced to Parliament in its current form.

Many more sites will be 
destroyed if we don’t take the 
time to get this right
This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
get it right for the benefi t of all Australians. The 
bottom line is that many, many more signifi cant 
sites will be harmed or destroyed unless we work 
together to create a new law to protect Australia’s 
cultural heritage.  We need a law that protects 
and allows us to celebrate this cultural heritage 
together. Lend us your voice so the people who 
will be impacted most can have the biggest say.

You can help stop 
the destruction of 
signifi cant sites now

Write to Premier Mark McGowan 
and join us on the inaugural 
Protect Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Walk on 23 October. 
To fi nd out more go to:

ProtectAboriginalHeritageWA.org.au
Let’s celebrate our culture, not destroy it.

Today another irreplaceable 
piece of Australia’s

cultural heritage will be 
harmed or destroyed.  

The new law won’t stop it 
from happening. 
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Reasons why the draft Cultural 
Heritage Bill is not supported 

by Aboriginal people

It’s not strong enough to stop 
another disaster

The fi nal say over what happens 
to Aboriginal sites rests with the 

Minister – this resulted in the 
tragic destruction of 46,000-year-old 

rock caves

The Bill requires a giant leap of 
faith that miners, pastoralists and 
others will be prepared to reach 

agreements with Aboriginal people 
that avoid damaging Australia’s 

cultural heritage

Among other legal and cultural 
concerns the draft Bill fails to meet 
the standards set out by the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights 

of Indigenous Peoples 

The Bill does not represent ‘best 
practice’ in the fi eld of cultural 

heritage management or protection


